
Factors to Consider when Determining Appropriate DME 

Individual Diagnosis Is the patient’s diagnosis progressive or static? Chronic or temporary? 

Individual Goals How does the equipment help a patient work towards or attain their specific 

rehabilitation and safety goals? 

Functional Impairments How will the equipment address the patient’s rehabilitation needs and safety? Is 

the equipment age appropriate, e.g. children?  

Cognitive Impairments Can the patient/caregiver learn how to use the new equipment appropriately? 

Decreased memory and judgement and poor safety awareness are barriers to 

incorporation of equipment into daily activities. 

Mental Burden Is the patient/caregiver motivated to use the use and maintain properly? 

Precautions Can the patient/caregiver utilize the equipment safely and as medically 

prescribed?  

Home Environment Does the equipment suitable for the patient’s living situation? Home? Assisted 

Living setting?    

Training Has the patient and/or caregiver received adequate instruction to safely utilize 

the equipment?  

Financial Burden Is the equipment covered by insurance? If it is not covered, can the patient afford 

the equipment? Does the benefit of the equipment justify the cost? 

Culture and Societal 

Preferences 

Are there social or cultural patient perceptions of the needed equipment that 

influence their choices? 

 


